143                                  LOTHAIR

*  Why do not you marry, Hugo ? ' said Bertram.

*I respect tlie institution/ said Hugo, * which is ad-
mitting something* In these days; and I have always
thought that every woman should marry, and no man/

' It makes a woman and it mars a man, you think P ' said
Lot-hair.

* Bat I do not exactly see how your view would work
practically,' said Bertram.

'Well, my view is a social problem/ said Hugo, * and
social problems are the fashion at present. It would he
solved through the exceptions, which prove the principle.
In the first place, there are your swells who cannot avoid
the halter: you are booked when you are born; and then
there are moderate men like myself, who have their weak
moments. I would not answer for myself if I could find
an affectionate family with good shooting and firstrato
claret.'

1 There must he many families with such conditions/
said Lothair.

Hugo shook his head. * You try. Sometimes the wine
is good and the shooting bad; sometimes the reverse;
sometimes both are excellent, but then the tempers and the
manners are equally detestablo/

'I vote we three do something 1-o-morrow/ said Bertram.

' Wimt shall it be ? ' said Hugo.

* I vote we row down to Richmond at. sunset and dine,
and then drive our teams up by moonlight.   What Bay you,
Lothair ? *

* I cannot, I am engaged.    I am engaged to go to the
Opera/

4 Fancy going to the Opera in this sweltering weather'
exclaimed Bertram.

* He must be going to be married/ said Hugo.

And yet on the following evening, though the weather
was quite as sultry and he was not going- to be married, to